
90 Jan. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

And so, ladies and gentlemen, thank you 
for having Laura and me. Thank you for al-
lowing us to worship with you. Thank you 
for opening up our hearts to the glorious 
word. May God bless you all. May God bless 
the legacy of Martin Luther King. And may 
God bless all Americans on this special day. 
Thank you, Pastor. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. at the 
First Baptist Church of Glenarden. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich of 
Maryland, and his wife, Kendel; Lt. Gov. Michael 
Steele of Maryland, and his wife, Andrea; and 
Deacon Gregory Foster and Pastor John K. Jen-
kins, Sr., First Baptist Church of Glenarden.

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 
January 20, 2003

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order 
12947, the President declared a national 
emergency pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701–1706) to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States constituted by grave acts of violence 
committed by foreign terrorists who threaten 
to disrupt the Middle East peace process. On 
August 20, 1998, by Executive Order 13099, 
the President identified four additional per-
sons, including Usama bin Ladin, who threat-
en to disrupt the Middle East peace process. 

Because these terrorist activities continue 
to threaten the Middle East peace process 
and continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign 
policy, and economy of the United States, 
the national emergency declared on January 
23, 1995, as expanded on August 20, 1998, 
and the measures adopted on those dates to 
deal with that emergency must continue in 
effect beyond January 23, 2003. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency with respect to foreign terrorists who 
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace 
process. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 20, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:07 p.m., January 21, 2003] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on January 21, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 

January 20, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the emergency declared with respect to for-
eign terrorists who threaten to disrupt the 
Middle East peace process is to continue in 
effect beyond January 23, 2003, to the Fed-
eral Register for publication. The most recent 
notice continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on January 22, 
2002 (67 FR 3033). 

The crisis with respect to the grave acts 
of violence committed by foreign terrorists 
that disrupt the Middle East peace process 
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, as expanded on 
August 20, 1998, has not been resolved. Ter-
rorist groups continue to engage in activities 
that have the purpose or effect of threatening 
the Middle East peace process and that are 


